
It’s time, you’re ready.
Welcome old friends & make new ones!

698-2829 • 698-5780
Open House

Monday thru Friday
9-12 • 1-3

www.SeasonsSeniorLiving.com

Just Koke Mill &
Old Jacksonville Rd.

“Come Live, Love & Laugh with us!”
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Senior Living
Seasons provides the lifestyle you deserve &

the freedom you still want.

l	 DUI
l	 SR-22
l	 Cancelled
l	 Rejected
l	 Suspensions
l	 Teenage Driver
l	 No Prior Insurance

Auto Insurance 
Problems?

We also insure Mobile Homes, Motorcycles, and Scooters
Same Day Coverage      l      Monthly Payments

Locally Owned Since 1997

(217) 525-5255
114 North Grand Ave East

Springfield

How would you get help at 
a moment like this?

217-744-9000 ● Fax: 217-789-6447
440 North First Street ● Springfield, IL 62702

Toll free: 888-910-9001
“We Provide You With Peace Of Mind”

Security Systems

Yes! We have a system that’s right for you. 

Easy to use: Press your waterproof 
Help Button anytime you need help.

Responsive: Your Communicator quickly dials 
our U.S. based Response Center to get you 
connected.

 You decide how you would 
like to be helped – by a neighbor, family 
member, or emergency professional

Most Economical: 
Standard Lifeline

 
Standard Lifeline System PLUS an added  
layer of protection:

Technologically advanced: AutoAlert can 
automatically place the call for help if it detects 
a fall, even if you can’t push your button.

Preferred: It’s the most widely adopted 
fall-detection technology in the U.S. market.

We offer

Most Advanced: 
Lifeline with AutoAlert

Security 
Systems

2 -  Senior News & Times - Third Quarter, 2015

Being loved was painful for her.

Submitted by
Carol Rodgers

As much as Desi 
wanted to be loved, just 
being petted was painful for 
her. Her back, tail and legs were 
covered with open sores and 
scabs from severe flea dermatitis 
that had never been treated. 
Just touching her sensitive skin 
caused pain. Her ear canals 
were nearly swollen shut from 
untreated infections, so even 
rubbing her ears was out of the 
question.

Her owner was killed suddenly 
in a vehicle accident and she was 
left behind, needing immediate 
vet care. The Helping Paw Project 
found a temporary home for 
her on a Sunday afternoon and 

started her 
medical 
care the 
following 
morning. 
The road 
has all 
been uphill 
from that 
point on. 
It seems 
like such 
a small 
thing, but 
it was 
incredibly 
rewarding 
when Desi 
came up to 
us to have 
her ears 
rubbed. 
Desi is 

now enjoying life for perhaps the 
first time. She has a big yard with 
a privacy fence, more tennis balls 
and squeaky toys than she knows 
what to do with, and more love 
than she has ever known in her 
entire six years of life. 

The Helping Paw Project was 
established in July, 2013, to 
assist people who genuinely want 
to adopt elderly dogs, but are 

hesitant because older pets often 
have more medical needs. For 
adopters who can afford the day-
to-day costs of food, heartworm 
and flea preventative, and 
routine vet care, this program is 
available for those unanticipated 
needs. The Helping Paw Project 
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporation that operates entirely 
on donations. According to 
program founder Carol Rodgers, 
the organization has assisted 
nearly 100 senior dogs in the past 
two years. 

“Our organization works 
closely with Dr. Gary Minder, 
owner of Grace Veterinary Clinic,” 
Rodgers says. “We start with a 
complete vet exam to determine 
what care is needed. We usually 
do blood tests because we don’t 
know a dog’s background or 
history of vet care, especially 
if abandoned at a pound. 
Sometimes a dog needs dental 
care, an echocardiogram or a 
tumor removed. Other times, all 
it takes is proper medication to 
clear up an ear infection or dry 
eye. Many older dogs need pain 
medication for arthritis. Our 
goal is to keep every senior dog 
as healthy and comfortable as 
possible.”

Every case is different. 
“We work with Sangamon 

County Animal Control and other 
area facilities that need help 

finding homes for elderly dogs. 
When possible, we assist owners 
who need to find new homes for 
their senior dogs … to avoid the 
traumatic experience of being 
abandoned at a pound after 
years of living in homes,” Rodgers 
explains. 

“Recently we rescued an 
11-year-old Poodle mix with the 
worst eye infections any of us 
had ever seen. Dr. Minder and 

Continued on page 4

Dr. Gary Minder examines Princess, 
one of the first dogs taken into The 
Helping Paw Project program.

Above: Phoenix, less than 
three weeks after he was 
rescued.

Right: Desi, after several 
weeks of treatment.


